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JOINING THE CIRCLE



Joining the Circle multimedia toolkit was designed to support safe, 
strong and free schools. This original resource was created by COPA 
in partnership with the Ontario Teachers’ Federation (OTF) through 
a grassroots approach in collaboration with First Nations, Métis and 
Inuit families and community leaders, and educators. It was funded by 
the Ontario Ministry of Education.

Topics for discussion and reflection include pride and identity, 
understanding racism and discrimination, building and strengthening 
relationships with families and nurturing safe and healthy schools 
and communities.

Feel free to use these different tools to jumpstart reflection, discus-
sion, dialogue, create partnerships and positive action. They were 
created to be shared.

Want to see them online? Go to copahabitat.ca.

ABOUT
THIS 
TOOLKIT



We give thanks to the Earth, Sky, Moon, Sun and Stars—our 
ancestors—and their connection to all of creation, including the 
human family, in guiding this Joining the Circle project.

All of creation reminds us of the importance of respect and equality 
in all our relations and all of life. We are all part of the same circle of 
caring and sharing. Beauty is the balance of the whole Circle. Our 
ancestors are the ones who sat many times in the Circle, so when we 
honour them by joining the Circle, we honour ourselves.

Let us be on this journey together, connected to love and respect, and 
learn with and from each other.

In friendship and harmony,

Richard Aubin // Ray Bergie // Nicole Charron // Jeanne Hebert // Carol 
Levis // Zipporah Nochasak // July Papatsie // Shirley Ida Williams

A MESSAGE
FROM
THE ELDERS



COPA offers our very sincere thanks to each and everyone involved 
in the process of creating Joining the Circle. By contributing their 
precious time, knowledge and wisdom they helped COPA imagine and 
shape the work, and ensure its sensitivity, resonance and impact.

Much wisdom emerged out of varied conversations with educators, 
families, Elders and representatives of a range of Indigenous and 
education groups around Ontario. Multiple Dialogue and Discussion 
Sessions were held (via individual meetings, focus groups, online and 
telephone meetings).

We were closely guided throughout the process by two Working 
Groups (Anglophone and Francophone) so as to ensure meaningful 
input from First Nations, Métis and Inuit communities. We would like 
to highlight the tremendous support that the Métis Nation of Ontario 
and Tungasuvvingat Inuit Family Resource Centre provided, allowing us 
to help ensure full inclusion of Métis and Inuit cultures and histories.

And we would like to recognize the contribution of the following indi-
viduals: Richard Aubin, Elder // Ray Bergie, Senator // Wanda Bots-
ford, Métis Nation of Ontario // Nicole Charron, Elder // Chantal Côté, 
Métis Nation of Ontario // Jeanne Hebert, Elder // Carol Levis, Senator 
// Christine Lund, Tungasuvvingat Inuit Family Resource Centre // 
Zipporah Nochasak, Community Elder // July Papatsie, Community 
Elder // Shirley Ida Williams, Elder.

APPRECIATION



We would like to mention the following groups: Association des ensei-
gnantes et des enseignants franco-ontariens // De Dwa Da Dehs 
Nye>s Aboriginal Health Centre // Elementary Teachers’ Federation 
of Ontario, Equity Summit Group // Georgian Bay Native Friendship 
Centre // Métis Nation of Ontario // Métis Nation of Ontario Grand 
River Métis Council // Métis Nation of Ontario Ottawa Region Métis 
Council // Mushkegowuk Council, Native Canadian Centre of Toronto 
// Nishnabe Aski Nation // Ontario English Catholic Teachers’ Associa-
tion // Ontario Secondary Schools Teachers’ Federation // Thunderbird 
Friendship Centre // Waterloo Region Aboriginal Advisory Council.

We would also like to recognize the contributions of the Ontario 
Teachers’ Federation to the development and distribution of this 
resource. OTF represents approximately 160,000 teachers in Ontar-
io’s publicly funded schools. It is the unifying voice safeguarding their 
profession, pensions and public education.

This project would not have been possible without the creativity and 
commitment from the dedicated team at Endless Films.

Finally, a special thank you to Deb St. Amant, COPA’s lead consultant 
on this project. 



The Circle of Caring project logo was designed to express the inher-
ent commitment of First Nations, Métis and Inuit peoples to caring for 
their children, families and communities. It symbolizes the importance 
of bringing together rich cultural teachings, wisdom and the value of 
caring and compassion.

• The Inuit construct different inuksuit—stone figures—for use in 
daily and spiritual lives. The inukshuk in this logo communicates 
that “there are good things here”.

• The Métis infinity symbol represents the joining of First Nations 
and European cultures and the immortality of the Métis Nation.

• The Medicine Wheel resonates with many First Nations commu-
nities and symbolizes many things, including the directions, the 
sacred medicines and plants, the coming together of all peoples 
of the world, the stages of life and development, the physical, 
mental, spiritual and emotional aspects of health.

A CIRCLE
OF
CARING



COPA is a Francophone not-for-profit organization, offering services in 
both French and English. Founded in 1995, we are a recognized centre 
of excellence in the field of violence and bullying prevention by advo-
cating for equity and inclusion.

COPA provides schools and communities with unique multimedia edu-
cational resources, as well as training, professional development and 
opportunities for capacity-building and consultation.

COPA works with provincial and local organizations and institutions 
across Ontario, such as parent groups, schools, boards, teachers’ 
unions, women’s groups, cultural, health and community centres and 
settlement agencies.

COPA’s unique approach is based on individual and collective 
empowerment, founded on principles of social justice to bring about 
positive change.

COPA cares deeply about human rights, especially those of children 
and all marginalized groups. We all belong.

The Ontario Teachers’ Federation is the professional organization rep-
resenting teachers in Ontario. OTF’s responsibilities include promot-
ing and advancing the cause of public education, raising the status of 
the teaching profession and promoting and advancing the interests 
of teachers. OTF also represents teachers and all other members of 
the Teachers’ Pension Plan in the administration of the Plan and man-
agement of the pension fund, and acts as the link between teachers 
and the Ontario Ministry of Education. OTF’s affiliates are responsible 
for negotiating teachers’ salaries and benefits, protecting teach-
ers’ working rights and ensuring that all demands on teachers are 
made fairly.

COPA

OTF



At COPA we believe that every child has the right to be safe, strong 
and free. We hope that these resources support our joint efforts to 
make that true for all children.

LEARN MORE ABOUT COPA
Visit infocopa.com to order copies of Joining the Circle and other 
resources from our eBoutique. Find out more about our specialized 
Joining the Circle training and other workshops promoting equity 
and inclusion, bullying and child abuse prevention for school staff, 
community workers, parents, families and children.

SAFE@SCHOOL FOR EDUCATORS AND SCHOOLS
Get to know safeatschool.ca, created by COPA and OTF as part of 
our joint Safe@School project. Discover films, online courses and 
learning modules.

CHANGE OUR WORLD FOR YOUTH
Explore changeourworld.ca, where COPA offers students from Grades 
7–12 a chance to explore the issue of equity and inclusion and share 
their thoughts and creative expressions. On this site is COW Cred—an 
online course for which students can earn Community Service hours. 

HABITAT FOR CAREGIVERS, FAMILIES AND SCHOOLS
A portal to explore COPA’s innovative resources designed to help 
children and families flourish and reach their full potential. Habitat 
offers the related Circle of Caring, our resource for First Nations, Métis 
and Inuit families, and schools. Visit copahabitat.ca.
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RELATED
RESOURCES


