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POSITIVE ROLE MODELLING

A collage of memories highlights ways for educators to be positive role 
models for our students, who learn from each other and from us about 
growing up and belonging.

NARRATED MESSAGE // We are important role models to our children and 
youth. Actively and respectfully including Indigenous traditional teachings 
in schools not only helps our children learn, but also builds pride and under-
standing. Our traditional teachings are founded on values of honesty and 
truth. We are inspired by the values and traditions of our ancestors. We have 
respect for each other, for the land, and for animal life. We cherish harmony 
and peace and are proud of our heritage. Guided by our spiritual values we 
aspire to attain our highest potential. When educators invite and welcome 
members of our communities as role models to share our knowledge with 
the school, we enhance our students’ personal and academic development 
and success.

1. What are some of the messages in this film?

2. In what ways can we model kindness and empathy with our students?

3. What are the ingredients of healthy communication?

4. Why is apologizing important? What makes for a meaningful apology?

5. What are some of the challenges to being a positive role model for 
students? What steps can we take to overcome those challenges?

QUESTIONS FOR GROUP DISCUSSION
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• As we all know, our students observe our behaviour and learn from it. 
Being aware of our everyday interactions and how they affect everyone 
around us is a powerful means to transmit positive messages. Students 
tell us that adults rarely retract or apologize for their behaviour, while 
expecting them to do so. Being a positive role model entails acknowl-
edging errors and striving to repair the problem.

• Treating each other kindly when we have different views can be difficult. 
Listening carefully and talking respectfully with others even when we 
disagree can go a long way. We know that by working together we are 
more likely to build caring and accepting classrooms and schools.

• We can watch our students interact with others to gain insight into their 
strengths and challenges, and how to offer support. We can celebrate 
successes—even small ones!

• Indigenous ways of being and knowing can teach us about positive role 
modeling, nurturing understanding, empathy, patience and kindness. 
This is one step toward indigenizing the classroom.

• We can use Indigenous role models from history, contemporary society, 
science, arts, medicine, entertainment, culture and other facets of life.

• We can show ourselves to be learners alongside our students when 
we invite Indigenous knowledge keepers and community members to 
share teachings.

• We can model respect by infusing these teachings into the learning 
environment while resisting cultural appropriation.

IDEAS AND STRATEGIES


